
Adnan Akay 

 

akay@cmu.edu 

Adnan Akay joined Bilkent University on 

January 1, 2009 as Vice President and the 

founding head of Mechanical Engineering 

Department. He moved to Bilkent from the U.S. 

National Science Foundation where he was the 

director of the Division of Civil, Mechanical 

and Manufacturing Innovation Division. Between 1992 and 2005 Dr. Akay was the head 

of the Mechanical Engineering Department at Carnegie Mellon University where he 

currently holds the title of Lord Professor of Engineering. Prior to joining Carnegie 

Mellon, he was on the faculty at Wayne State University, where he last held the DeVlieg 

Chair in Engineering, and prior to that he was with the National Institutes of Health. He 

has held visiting appointments at several universities and continues to collaborate with 

colleagues at the University of Rome "La Sapienza," and Institut National des Sciences 

Appliquées (INSA) de Lyon in France. He also serves as an advisor to numerous 

companies and universities. Adnan Akay’s research area is in acoustics, vibrations, 

dissipation theories and friction. He has been recognized with several awards including 

the Per Brüel Gold Medal in Acoustics and Noise Control in 2005 from ASME. He is a 

Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers and the Acoustical Society of 

America. 

  

mailto:akay@cmu.edu�


Amy K. Donahue 

 

Amy.Donahue@UConn.edu 

Amy K. Donahue is Head of the Department of Public Policy at 

the University of Connecticut. Her research focuses on emergency 

response and citizen preferences for preparedness. For several 

years, Dr. Donahue has served as a technical advisor to the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security. Recently, she served as a 

facilitator for the Quadrennial Homeland Security Review, a five-

month study of emergency operations planning and capabilities development required by 

Congress. In 2006, she served on the Mine Safety Training and Technology Commission, 

which identified safety improvements in the wake of recent mine disasters. From 2004-

2007, Dr. Donahue served on the Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel, a Congressionally 

mandated body that advises NASA on safety issues. Previously, Dr. Donahue was a 

Senior Advisor at NASA, serving as liaison to the Homeland Security Council. Dr. 

Donahue has extensive emergency services field experience. She served in the U.S. Army 

in the 6th Infantry Division, rising to the rank of Captain. She then managed a 911 

communications center and worked as a firefighter and medic. In 2003, she had a central 

role in directing a large intergovernmental recovery operation following the crash of 

space shuttle Columbia. She later advised the Louisiana State University Chancellor 

immediately following hurricane Katrina. Dr. Donahue holds her Ph.D. in Public 

Administration and her M.P.A. from the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public 

Affairs at Syracuse University. Her B.A. in Geological and Geophysical Sciences is from 

Princeton University. 
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Andrew Curtis 
ajcurtis@usc.edu 

 

Andrew Curtis is in the Department of Geography and 

affiliated faculty with American Studies and Ethnicity at the 

University of Southern California. Prior to this he was Director 

of the World Health Organization’s Collaborating Center for 

Remote Sensing and GIS for Public Health (WHOCC) at 

Louisiana State University. His research interests are centered 

around the geography of health and hazards, with a particular emphasis on vulnerability, 

spatial analysis and developing new methods of fine-scale (neighborhood) geospatial data 

collection. In 2005 after the landfall of Hurricane Katrina, he and his WHOCC lab helped 

with geospatial support for search and rescue operations in the Louisiana State 

Emergency Operation Center. He continues to work on various Hurricane Katrina 

recovery projects, including developing new geospatial approaches that can empower the 

communities of Orleans Parish as they attempt to reestablish their neighborhoods. These 

methods have also been applied to other post-disaster landscapes, such as the Tornadoes 

in Tennessee in 2008, and the San Diego County Wildfires of 2007. In 2007 he was part 

of a team who received the Meredith F. Burrill Award by the Association of American 

Geographers for the development of a Katrina-related GIS Clearinghouse Cooperative.  
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Billie F. Spencer Jr. 
bfs@illinois.edu 

 

Bill Spencer received his Ph.D. in theoretical and applied 

mechanics from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 

1985. He worked on the faculty at the University of Notre Dame 

for 17 years before returning to the University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign, where he currently holds the Nathan M. and 

Anne M. Newmark Endowed Chair in Civil Engineering and is the 

Director of the Newmark Structural Engineering Laboratory. His research has been 

primarily in the areas of smart structures, stochastic fatigue, stochastic computational 

mechanics, and natural hazard mitigation.  He was the first to study and design 

magnetorheological (MR) fluid dampers for protection of structures against earthquakes 

and strong winds, overcoming the inherent limitations of existing passive energy dissi-

pation systems, as well as power-dependent active control systems, which are in common 

use today. His most recent research on structural health monitoring systems and smart 

wireless sensors integrates advanced computing tools with smart sensors, to provide a 

functional platform with self-interrogation capabilities. He led the Jindo Bridge 

monitoring project in South Korea, which constitutes the world’s largest deployment of 

wireless smart sensors to monitor civil infrastructure to date. He is a Fellow of ASCE, a 

Foreign Member of the Polish Academy of Sciences, the North American Editor in Chief 

of Smart Structures and Systems, and the president of the Asia-Pacific Network of 

Centers for Research in Smart Structures Technology. 
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Candice Abinanti 

 

candice.abinanti@dhs.gov 

Candice Abinanti is an International Relations Specialist for 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  

Candice works in the International Affairs Division, part of 

the Office of External Affairs at FEMA’s headquarters in 

Washington, D.C. where she manages projects and 

coordinates collaborative activities with international and 

interagency partners. 

Before joining the International Affairs Division, Candice worked for the FEMA 

Region I Mitigation Division in Boston.  There she supported several national hazard 

mitigation grant programs and worked closely with State emergency management 

partners in New England.  Candice has deployed to disasters throughout the United 

States as a hazard mitigation and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) specialist.  

In these capacities she supported the TOPOFF 3 national level exercise, the 2004 

Republican and Democratic National Conventions, FEMA’s response to the California 

wildfires in November 2003, and Hurricane Katrina recovery in Mississippi in 2005.     

Prior to joining FEMA, Candice worked for the Massachusetts Emergency 

Management Agency.  Earlier, she worked in the private sector for an educational 

travel company.   

In 2006, Candice earned a Master of Arts degree in Sustainable Development from 

the School for International Training while living in Sri Lanka following the 2004 

Indian Ocean Tsunami.  Candice holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology 

and a Certificate of Study in International Relations from the University of 

Massachusetts.   
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George C. Lee 

 

gclee@buffalo.edu 

George C. Lee is a SUNY Distinguished Professor in the 

Department of Civil, Structural and Environmental Engineering.  

Previously, he had served as Chair of the Department of Civil 

Engineering (1974-77) and Dean of the School of Engineering and 

Applied Sciences (1978-95) at UB.  Since 1995, Dr. Lee is 

Samuel P. Capen Professor of Engineering.   Between 1992 and 

2003 he served as Director of the Multidisciplinary Center for Earthquake Engineering 

Research (MCEER).  He earned both his Ph.D. and M.S. degrees at Lehigh University, 

and his undergraduate degree from the National Taiwan University.  His research 

expertise is in the areas of structural engineering and mechanics, with emphasis in steel 

structures and earthquake engineering.  In his earlier career, he also made contributions in 

cold regions structural engineering and in biomechanics and living systems.  In recent 

years he contributed extensively in seismic design of structures with added response 

modification and isolation systems, decision-support systems for managing utility 

systems for critical facilities, and seismic design of segmental piers for accelerated bridge 

construction.  During the past five years, he devoted a major effort to establish design 

principles and guidelines against multiple extreme hazard events for bridges and 

infrastructure systems.  

Dr. Lee has held leadership positions in numerous professional organizations in which he 

is a member including the American Society of Civil Engineers, and has served as the 

editor or as a member of editorial boards of several ASCE and international journals.  At 

present, he is the editor-in-chief (US) of Journal of Earthquake Engineering and 

Earthquake Vibration.  He is the recipient of numerous awards and citations including the 

superior accomplishment award from NSF, and the Newmark Medal of the ASCE.  In 

2006, he received a Presidential Award for Excellence in Science, Mathematics and 

Engineering Mentoring. 
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Havidán Rodríguez 
havidan@udel.edu 

 

Havidán Rodríguez is the Deputy Provost, Professor in 

the Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice, and a 

core faculty member, and former Director, of the Disaster 

Research Center at the University of Delaware. He 

obtained his Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of 

Wisconsin.  

Rodríguez has served on a number of disaster-related committees for the National 

Academies of Science. He has received funding from NSF, FEMA, the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers, the Department of Defense, and the Sea Grant Program for research 

projects focusing on the social science aspects of disasters. His recent projects include 

population composition, geographic distribution, natural hazards, and vulnerability in the 

coastal regions of Puerto Rico; Engineering Research Center for Collaborative Adaptive 

Sensing of the Atmosphere; Social Science research team of the Mid-America 

Earthquake Center; and he is the principal investigator for the Research Experience for 

Undergraduates: Training the Next Generation of Disaster Researchers. 

Dr. Rodríguez has led a number of field research projects, including to Honduras, 

following Hurricane Mitch; India and Sri Lanka, following the Indian Ocean Tsunami; 

and the Gulf Coast, following Hurricane Katrina. He has published extensively in the 

field of disasters and is the co-editor (with Enrico Quarantelli and Russell Dynes) of the 

Handbook of Disaster Research. 
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Jerome Peter Lynch 
Jerome.Lynch@umich.edu 

 

Jerome Lynch is an Associate Professor of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering at the University of Michigan; he is 

also holds a courtesy faculty appointment with the Department 

of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science.  Dr. Lynch 

completed his graduate studies at Stanford University where he 

received his PhD in Civil and Environmental Engineering in 

2002, MS in Civil and Environmental Engineering in 1998, and MS in Electrical 

Engineering in 2003. Prior to attending Stanford, Dr. Lynch received his BE in Civil and 

Environmental Engineering from the Cooper Union in New York City.  His current 

research interests are in the areas of wireless structural monitoring, feedback control 

systems, and damage detection algorithms.  Specifically, Dr. Lynch’s work aims towards 

addressing challenging problems associated with the health of aging infrastructure 

systems and the performance of infrastructure during and after natural hazard events.  

Some of Dr. Lynch’s more current research has been focused on the design of 

nanoengineered materials for smart structure applications including carbon nanotube-

based thin film wireless sensors for structural health monitoring.  Dr. Lynch was recently 

awarded the 2005 Office of Naval Research Young Investigator Award, 2007 University 

of Michigan Henry Russel Award, 2008 College of Engineering (University of Michigan) 

1938E Award, 2009 NSF CAREER Award and the 2010 Rackham Distinguished Faculty 

Award.  He was also featured by Popular Science magazine in their 2009 “Brilliant 10” 

annual issue. 
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Michael F. Goodchild 
good@geog.ucsb.edu 

 

Michael F. Goodchild is Professor of Geography at the 

University of California, Santa Barbara, and Director of 

spatial@ucsb. He received his BA degree from Cambridge 

University in Physics in 1965 and his PhD in Geography from 

McMaster University in 1969. After 19 years at the 

University of Western Ontario, he moved to Santa Barbara in 

1988. He was Director of the National Center for Geographic Information and Analysis 

from 1991 to 1997. He was elected member of the National Academy of Sciences and 

Foreign Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 2002, and member of the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2006. He has received honorary doctorates from Laval 

University, Keele University, McMaster University, and Ryerson University. He has 

received the Canadian Association of Geographers Award for Scholarly Distinction, the 

Association of American Geographers award for Outstanding Scholarship, the Canadian 

Cartographic Association’s Award of Distinction for Exceptional Contributions to 

Cartography, and the Educator of the Year Award from the University Consortium for 

Geographic Information Science. He has received Lifetime Achievement Awards from 

Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc. and the Geospatial Information and 

Technology Association, and has been inducted into the GIS Hall of Fame of the Urban 

and Regional Information Systems Association. In 2007 he received the Prix Vautrin Lud. 

He was Editor of Geographical Analysis between 1987 and 1990 and Editor of the 

Methods, Models, and Geographic Information Sciences section of the Annals of the 

Association of American Geographers from 2000 to 2006. He serves on the editorial 

boards of ten other journals and book series. His published books include Accuracy of 

Spatial Databases; Geographical Information Systems: Principles and Applications; 

Environmental Modeling with GIS; Scale in Remote Sensing and GIS; Interoperating 

Geographic Information Systems; Geographic Information Systems and Science; 

Uncertainty in Geographical Information; Foundations of Geographic Information 
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Science; Spatially Integrated Social Science; GIS, Spatial Analysis, and Modeling; and 

Geospatial Analysis: A Comprehensive Guide to Principles, Techniques and Software 

Tools. In addition he is author of some 350 scientific papers. He was Chair of the 

National Research Council’s Mapping Science Committee from 1997 to 1999, and 

currently chairs the Advisory Committee on Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences 

of the National Science Foundation. His current research interests center on geographic 

information science, spatial analysis, and uncertainty in geographic data. 

  



Michael J. Hall 
Michael-FCO.Hall@dhs.gov 

 

Michael (Mike) Hall is the Team Leader for the National Incident 

Management Assistance Team-West (IMAT), a Senior Executive 

Service (SES) position. As an FCO, Mr. Hall has lead Federal 

response and recovery efforts for FEMA during more than a dozen 

Presidential Disaster Declarations including assisting USAID 

following this year’s Earth Quake in Haiti, the 2009 Floods in 

North Dakota, Hurricanes Gustav and Ike in Louisiana in 2008, the 2007 California 

Wildfires, Mt. Lemon Fires in Arizona, Kansas Tornadoes, Ice Storm in Ohio, Tropical 

Storm Henri and Hurricanes Isabel, Ivan.  He is credentialed as a Type 1 FCO.  

Previously, Mr. Hall spent more than 26 years in the U.S. Coast Guard, where he retired 

as a Captain. In 1999 he led the emergency response to the Motor Vessel New Carissa 

shipwreck and oil spill. He also served as the Assistant Chief of Operations for the Exxon 

Valdez oil spill. 

Prior to joining the Coast Guard, Mr. Hall was a Washington State Trooper for six 

years.    

He holds a Master's Degree in National Security and Strategic Studies from the United 

States Naval War College and has attended Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy 

School of Government. 
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Nicholas Sitar 
sitar@ce.berkeley.edu 

 

Nick Sitar received his undergraduate degree in 

Geological Engineering from the University of Windsor in 

Windsor, Ontario in 1973, and his Ph.D. in Geotechnical 

Engineering from Stanford University in 1979. After 

receiving his Ph.D., he spent two years teaching in the 

Geological Engineering Program at the University of 

British Columbia in Vancouver, B.C. He joined the faculty in GeoEngineering at the 

University of California at Berkeley as an Assistant Professor in 1981 and was promoted 

to Professor in 1990. He served as the Director of the University of California Earthquake 

Engineering Research Center from 2002 to 2008. He has received a number of awards for 

his work, including the Huber Research Prize from ASCE, the Douglas R. Piteau Award 

from AEG, and the Presidential Young Investigator Award from NSF.  

He has been working in the area of natural hazards for most of his career and his 

professional and research interests in the area range from various aspects of static and 

seismic slope stability to rainfall initiated debris flows.  He has participated in a number 

of post-disaster investigations including the 1989 Loma Prieta, 1994 Northridge, 1995 

Kobe, 1999 Chi-Chi, 2008 Sichuan, and 2010 Chile earthquakes.  He has investigated 

debris flow initiation in 1982 San Francisco Bay Area, 1984 Utah, and 1999 Taiwan. 
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Paul Preusse 
Paul.Preusse@dhs.gov 

 

Paul A. Preusse is the Response Operations 

Division Director for Region V of the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in 

Chicago. Encompassing the states of Illinois, 

Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and 

Wisconsin, he is responsible for coordinating the 

federal government’s response to natural and man-made disasters.   

Since joining FEMA in 2007, Preusse has directed numerous Regional Response 

Coordination Center activations, including the presidentially declared Midwest floods of 

2008 where five of the region’s six states were impacted simultaneously at historic levels, 

and the record flooding along the Red River of the North in 2009 and 2010.   

Prior to taking this assignment, Preusse served with the U.S. Coast Guard. His tours of 

duty spanned 30 years of various operational and managerial postings including more 

than three years at The White House serving in both the Bush and Clinton 

Administrations.  Nearly one third of his military career was spent in command positions 

where he oversaw Coast Guard law enforcement, search and rescue, environmental 

protection, disaster relief and homeland security missions. 

Receiving his Bachelor of Science degree in Management and Economics from the U.S. 

Coast Guard Academy in 1978, Preusse spent his initial years afloat serving in the Coast 

Guard’s largest domestic icebreaker MACKINAW.  He later attended the University of 

Tennessee, earning his Masters of Science degree in Communications.  Additionally, he 

is a graduate of the University of Michigan’s Executive Program in Human Resources. 
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Richard L. Church 
church@geog.ucsb.edu 

 

Richard L. Church is a Professor of Geography at the 

University of California, Santa Barbara.  He earned a B.S. 

degree with majors in Mathematics and Chemistry from 

Lewis and Clark College and a Ph.D. in Environmental 

Engineering from The Johns Hopkins University. His 

research interests include urban systems and environmental 

modeling, transportation modeling, geographical information science, and emergency 

response and hazard mitigation. He is currently involved in several projects dealing with 

hazards and emergency planning, including emergency evacuation, resource deployment 

and emergency response, and systems fortification.  He recently co-authored a textbook 

with Alan Murray titled Business Site Selection, Location Analysis, and GIS. He has 

published more than 200 papers and manuscripts on a range of topics in journals such as 

Water Resources Research, Papers in Regional Science, International Journal of 

Geographic Information Science, Computers and Operations Research, Transportation 

Science, Geographical Analysis, Transportation Research, European Journal of 

Operational Research, Biological Conservation, and Annals of the AAG among others. 

He was recently elected fellow of AAAS and RSAI.  
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Shashi Shekhar 
shekhar@cs.umn.edu 

 

Shashi Shekhar is currently a McKnight Distinguished 

University Professor of Computer Science at the University of 

Minnesota, Minneapolis, USA. He was elected an AAAS Fellow 

as well as an IEEE Fellow and received the IEEE Technical 

Achievement Award for contributions to spatial databases, 

spatial data mining, and Geographic Information Systems (GIS). 

He co-authored 250 refereed papers, an Encyclopedia of GIS (Springer, 2008) and a 

textbook titled Spatial Databases: A Tour (Prentice Hall, 2003). He is currently serving as 

a co-Editor-in-Chief of Geo-Informatica: An International Journal on Advances in 

Computer Sc. for GIS. He served on the Board of Directors of the University Consortium 

on GIS, the NAS/NRC Mapping Sciences Committee, the steering committee of the 

ACMGIS conference, and editorial board of IEEE Trans. on Knowledge and Data Eng. 

Accomplishments include a novel scalable algorithms for evacuation route planning in 

context of homeland security, co-location patterns for mining spatial databases, and 

efficient roadmap storage methods as well as scalable hierarchical shortest path 

algorithms for in-vehicle navigation devices and web-based routing services. He received 

a Ph.D. degree from University of California, Berkeley (USA) and an undergraduate 

degree from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (India). 
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SUSAN L. CUTTER 
scutter@sc.edu 

 

Susan Cutter is a Carolina Distinguished 

Professor of Geography at the University of South 

Carolina where she directs the Hazards and 

Vulnerability Research Institute.  She received her 

B.A. from California State University, Hayward 

and her M.A. and Ph.D. (1976) from the 

University of Chicago. Her primary research interests are in disaster 

vulnerability/resilience science—what makes people and the places where they live 

vulnerable to extreme events and the metrics for monitoring and assessing vulnerability 

and resilience.  She has authored or edited twelve books, more than 100 peer-reviewed 

articles and book chapters.  

Dr. Cutter has also led post-event field studies of the role of geographic information 
technologies in rescue and relief operations in (September 11th World Trade Center attack) 
and studies of evacuation behavior from Three Mile Island (1979), Hurricane Floyd 
(1999), and the Graniteville, SC train derailment and chlorine spill (2005).  Most recently 
(2006) she has led a Hurricane Katrina post-event field team to examine the geographic 
extent of storm surge inundation along the Mississippi and its relationship to the social 
vulnerability of communities and how these affect long-term recovery in the region.  She 
has provided expert testimony to Congress on hazards and vulnerability and was a 
member of the US Army Corps of Engineers IPET team evaluating the social impacts of 
the New Orleans and Southeast Louisiana Hurricane Protection System in response to 
Hurricane Katrina.   

Dr. Cutter serves on many national and international advisory boards and committees 
including those of National Research Council, the National Science Foundation, the 
Natural Hazards Center, the American Geophysical Union, Louisiana’s Coastal Area 
Science Board, and ICSU’s Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR).  Dr. Cutter 
serves as co-executive editor of Environment and is an associate editor of Weather, 
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Climate, and Society.  She is also a coordinating lead author of Chapter 5 of the IPCC 
Special Report on “Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance 
Climate Change Adaptation.” 

She is an elected as a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) (1999), past President of the Association of American Geographers 
(2000), and past President of the Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) 
(2008).  Dr. Cutter holds the MunichRe Foundation Chair (2009-2012) on Social 
Vulnerability through the United Nations University-Institute for Environment and 
Human Security, in Bonn, Germany.  

Tim Reinhold 
treinhold@ibhs.org 

 

Tim Reinhold joined the Institute for Business & Home Safety 

in 2004 as Director of Engineering and Vice President after 

twelve years with Clemson University where he was a professor 

of Civil Engineering.  He was promoted to Senior Vice President 

of Research and Chief Engineer in 2008.  His professional career 

includes ten years as a consulting engineer with firms in the US, 

Canada and Denmark and five years at the National Institute for Standards and 

Technology.  He earned BS, MS and Ph.D. degrees in Engineering Mechanics from 

Virginia Tech in 1973, 1975 and 1978, respectively.   

Dr. Reinhold has conducted research on wind effects and structural resistance for most of 

his professional career.  In addition to directing numerous studies to determine wind 

loads for tall buildings and specialty structures, he has been heavily involved in research 

relating to the performance of housing and low buildings in hurricanes and other severe 

wind events.  His research includes post event assessments, model and full-scale 

laboratory studies, and in situ field structural testing.  Tim Reinhold serves on the 

American Society of Civil Engineers ASCE 7 Committee, the ASCE 7 Wind Loads 

subcommittee and the ASCE 7 General Requirements subcommittee, served for about 
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eight years on the Southern Building Code Congress International (SBCCI) Wind Load 

subcommittee and is a past member of the Board of Directors for the American 

Association for Wind Engineering.  Tim has authored or co-authored numerous journal 

papers, chapters of books and conference publications. 

 

  



Tracy L. Kijewski-Correa 
tkijewsk@nd.edu 

 

Tracy Kijewski-Correa is Associate Professor and Associate 

Chair of the Department of Civil Engineering and Geological 

Sciences at the University of Notre Dame and performs research 

largely focused upon improved understanding of structural response 

under dynamic loads. These efforts include an NSF-funded, full-

scale monitoring program for signature buildings in three countries 

around the globe. Other activities include research in cyber-physical systems and 

embedded sensing, in collaboration with a multi-disciplinary, college-wide research team 

focused on wireless sensor networks for detection of damage in civil infrastructure and 

terrorist activities in major cities. In addition, Dr. Kijewski-Correa is a PI on two NSF-

funded projects leveraging cyber-infrastructure to mitigate wind hazards on structures 

and to create new paradigms for open sourcing the design of civil infrastructure. Recently, 

these efforts have been extended by Notre Dame’s SAPC Program to include the seeding 

of CYBER-EYE: A Cyber-Collaboratory for National Risk Modeling and Assessment to 

Mitigate the Impacts of Hurricanes in a Changing Climate. Dr. Kijewski-Correa was also 

involved in post-disaster reconnaissance and sustainable redevelopment after the 2004 

Boxing Day Tsunami in Southeast Asia and the 2010 Haiti Earthquake. She will now 

lead the infrastructure team in Notre Dame’s “Committed To Haiti” redevelopment 

program. 
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Akira Wada 
wada@serc.titech.ac.jp 

 

Akira Wada is a member of structural engineering research 

center at Tokyo Institute of Technology. He graduated from 

the department of architecture and building engineering at 

Tokyo Institute of Technology at 1968 and the master course 

at 1970. He became a member of structural engineering 

division of Nikken Sekkei Ltd., one of large architecture and 

engineering design firm in Japan. He got a degree of doctor of engineering at 1981. He 

returned to Tokyo Institute of Technology as an associate professor, 1982. He was 

promoted to a professor at structural engineering research center of same Institute in 1989. 

He had been staying in USA as a foreign lecturer at the University of Washington on 

1984 and as a visiting professor at Massachusetts Institute of Technology on 1991. His 

research interests are structural engineering of architectures and buildings, seismic design, 

seismic isolation, damage controlled design and computer simulation of structures. 

Architectural Institute of Japan gave a research award of 1995 for his work “Analytical 

and experimental researches of nonlinear behavior of building structures”. Architectural 

Institute of Japan gave an engineering award of 1993 for the work of his colleagues and 

him “Invention and realization of damage controlled structures”. He is one of most active 

researchers in seismic design of building structures in Japan and he is a chair or a 

member of many research committees concerning these fields in Architectural Institute of 

Japan, Japan Society of Seismic Isolation, Building Center of Japan and Japan Society of 

Steel Construction. Now, he is a collective member of the Science Council of Japan. 
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Walter Gillis Peacock 
peacock@tamu.edu 

 

Walter Peacock is Director of the Hazards Reduction 

and Recovery Center, Professor in Landscape 

Architecture and Urban Planning and in the Sustainable 

Coastal Margins Program and the Rodney L. Dockery 

Endowed Professor in Housing and the Homeless at 

Texas A&M University. He holds a Ph.D. in Sociology 

from the University of Georgia where he studied under 

Frederick L. Bates. His research focuses on social vulnerability and resiliency, evacuation, 

and the socio-political ecology of long-term recovery and mitigation. He is currently 

working on projects related to issues of long-term housing recovery, community 

resiliency, and population dislocation. He has conducted research in the United States, 

Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Italy, India, Turkey, the former Yugoslavia, and the US Virgin 

Islands. He has authored or co-authored two books and over ninety chapters, articles, 

papers, and technical reports. He was the 2009 recipient of the Enrico L. Quarantelli 

Award for Social Science Disaster Theory. His published articles have appeared in a 

variety of journals including American Sociological Review, Journal of the American 

Planning Association, Natural Hazards Review, Disasters, the International Journal of 

Mass Emergencies and Disasters, Landscape and Urban Planning and Ekistics. 
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William L. Carwile III 
William.Carwile@dhs.gov 

 

Bill Carwile served as Federal Coordinating Officer (FCO) 

and in other senior management positions on large federal 

disaster response operations between 1996 and 2005.  As 

FCO he served as the representative of the President and 

DHS - FEMA during major disaster and emergency 

declarations, orchestrating federal resources and programs 

in support of state governors. Prior to becoming a full-time FCO, he served as the 

Director, Pacific Area Office, FEMA Region IX. 

Mr. Carwile's emergency management leadership experience includes such large-scale 

disasters as Super Typhoon Paka in Guam; Hurricane Georges in Puerto Rico; Tropical 

Storm Allison in Louisiana; the New York City World Trade Center response; Super 

Typhoon Chataan in Guam; California Wildfires and responses and recovery efforts for 

the four hurricanes that struck Florida in 2004.  During Hurricane Katrina, he served as 

the FCO for the Mississippi response. In these and all other disasters, he demonstrated his 

full understanding of the supporting role of the federal government with state and local 

officials, and focused on building and maintaining strong intergovernmental and 

interagency partnerships. 
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